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To:   The Senate Committees On Water And Land;  

  and Energy, Economic Development, And Tourism 

From:  Brodie Lockard, Founder, 350Hawaii.org 

Date:  Wednesday, February 5, 2020, 2:45 pm 

 

In strong support of SB 2780 

 

 

Dear Chairs Kahele and Wakai, and members: 

 

 350Hawaii strongly supports SB 2780. 

 In the realm of Hawaii energy activities, it’s hard to imagine anything more 

inappropriate than offshore oil and gas exploration.  It would be antithetical to Hawaii's 

clean energy goals; detrimental to tourism, our largest economic driver; and beyond 

repugnant to our way of life and cultural values. 

 And it would contribute to the Climate Crisis in a way diametrically opposed to our 

clean energy goals, and the progress we've made toward them over the past five years. 

 Although Hawaii has no proven petroleum or natural gas reserves, without this 

prohibition, some company devoid of all morals might want to look for them.  Oil 

companies have shown this capacity and willingness countless times. 

 In addition to protecting our precious waters, this bill will send a strong message to 

other jurisdictions that offshore oil and gas exploration is absolutely not pono.  May it 

inspire other governments to do the same. 

 

Brodie Lockard 

Founder, 350Hawaii.org 
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Testimony of 
SCOTT J. GLENN, Chief Energy Officer 

 
before the 

SENATE COMMITTEES ON WATER AND LAND 
AND 

ENERGY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM 
Wednesday, February 5, 2020 

2:45 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 414 

 
In SUPPORT of 

SB 2780 
RELATING TO OFFSHORE DRILLING. 

 

Chairs Kahele and Wakai, Vice Chairs Keith-Agaran and Taniguchi, and members of the 

Committees.  The Hawaii State Energy Office (HSEO) supports SB 2780, which prohibits 

offshore drilling for oil or natural gas in state marine waters and prohibits issuance of permits for 

or in connection with the development or operation of any facility or infrastructure associated 

with offshore drilling for oil or natural gas in state waters. 

The HSEO is unaware of existing or potential offshore oil or natural gas resources in 

state waters. The HSEO is also unaware of efforts to research or “prove” the presence of 

offshore oil or natural gas resources.  However, the HSEO supports the Legislature proactively 

foreclosing the possibility of offshore fossil fuel drilling prior to the establishment of such a 

resource or a company expending funds to research the possibility, especially in light of the 

federal government’s effort to rollback important environmental protections to promote offshore 

drilling.  Fossil fuel extraction from Hawaiian waters would be damaging to our ecosystems and 

inconsistent with the Legislature’s direction to achieve the 100% Renewable Portfolio Standard 

and the Zero Emissions Clean Economy Target.  

The HSEO defers to the state agencies also affected by this bill on other potential effects 

or regulations.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  
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Dear Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members and Chair Wakai, Vice 
Chair Taniguchi and members: 

The Climate Protectors Coalition strongly supports SB2780! 
   We are a new group inspired by the Mauna Kea Protectors but focused on reversing 
the climate crisis. As a tropical island State, Hawaii will be among the first places 
harmed by the global climate crisis, with more intense storms, loss of protective coral 
reefs, and rising sea levels. We must do all we can to reduce our carbon footprint and 
become at least carbon neutral as soon as possible, including by preventing any 
offshore drilling in Hawaii. Please pass this bill! Mahalo! 
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It is hard to conceive that anyone would even cosider drilling off our shores. No way can 
we allow that to happen. Please pass this fast. 
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 Please SUPPORT SB 2780 

   

Dear Chairs Kahele and Wakai, and members: 

As one of 350Hawaii.org's 6,000 members, I strongly support SB 2780. 

In the realm of Hawaii energy activities, it’s hard to imagine anything more inappropriate 
than offshore oil and gas exploration. It would be antithetical to Hawaii's clean energy 
goals; detrimental to tourism, our largest economic driver; and beyond repugnant to our 
way of life and cultural values. 

And it would contribute to the Climate Crisis in a way diametrically opposed to our clean 
energy goals, and the progress we've made toward them over the past five years. 

Although Hawaii has no proven petroleum or natural gas reserves, without this 
prohibition, some company devoid of all morals might want to look for them. Oil 
companies have shown this capacity and willingness countless times. 

In addition to protecting our precious waters, this bill will send a strong message to 
other jurisdictions that offshore oil and gas exploration is absolutely not pono. May it 
inspire other governments to do the same. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Phaethon Keeney 

Honoka'a, Hawai'i 
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Dear Chairs Kahele and Wakai, and members: 

As one of 350Hawaii.org's 6,000 members, I strongly support SB 2780. 

In the realm of Hawaii energy activities, it’s hard to imagine anything more inappropriate 
than offshore oil and gas exploration. It would be antithetical to Hawaii's clean energy 
goals; detrimental to tourism, our largest economic driver; and beyond repugnant to our 
way of life and cultural values. 

And it would contribute to the Climate Crisis in a way diametrically opposed to our clean 
energy goals, and the progress we've made toward them over the past five years. 

Although Hawaii has no proven petroleum or natural gas reserves, without this 
prohibition, some company devoid of all morals might want to look for them. Oil 
companies have shown this capacity and willingness countless times. 

In addition to protecting our precious waters, this bill will send a strong message to 
other jurisdictions that offshore oil and gas exploration is absolutely not pono. May it 
inspire other governments to do the same. 

Nanea Lo 
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Dear Chairs Kahele and Wakai, and members: 

As one of 350Hawaii.org's 6,000 members, I strongly support SB 2780. 

In the realm of Hawaii energy activities, it’s hard to imagine anything more inappropriate 
than offshore oil and gas exploration. It would be antithetical to Hawaii's clean energy 
goals; detrimental to tourism, our largest economic driver; and beyond repugnant to our 
way of life and cultural values. 

And it would contribute to the Climate Crisis in a way diametrically opposed to our clean 
energy goals, and the progress we've made toward them over the past five years. 

Although Hawaii has no proven petroleum or natural gas reserves, without this 
prohibition, some company devoid of all morals might want to look for them. Oil 
companies have shown this capacity and willingness countless times. 

In addition to protecting our precious waters, this bill will send a strong message to 
other jurisdictions that offshore oil and gas exploration is absolutely not pono. May it 
inspire other governments to do the same. 

Lynn Aaberg 

 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/6AA/ni0YAA/t.2yz/R2hADWe4TIucRw8ON5ZaLw/h7/dNH-2BJ3fYJ-2Fcw-2FS0MDKEvnQmUOq9YSkDmN-2Fnvg45pUE7ovQo0mtVfbJNLSv09is2W2ubhhwg9HNP8knXlalPU5Jv6uEMlh8SeBoZs5h1k-2FhDIvwAP-2FFVdNrO17IQG06TPyebofVjCnkJR95vbFclc2z6j4uS-2Fz1tGMd5Q-2FY9VUvg5CK3SZdwgnzsCQq4YK8-2FBUfGs6eAAnsEupV3IiTIxtLxwK5rXeFBNYGVB00JmR1iMkfBZiWsbQ7FqT3xVl-2Bn-2Fo5rn1ccELy9vztZK7dUTAeEczYU6npIZlbULoSPgox3yfkE338JIsMR13JomemZK/6QTi
kahele1
Late



SB-2780 
Submitted on: 2/5/2020 12:47:14 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/5/2020 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Koohan Paik Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

kahele1
Late



SB-2780 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 7:34:37 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/5/2020 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenny Webster Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you senators for considering this important piece of legislation.  

I am in firm support of making sure that Hawaii does not allow offshore drilling.  

We are a seafood eating population and we are absolutely dependent on tourism.  If 
there is a leak (and there's often a leak) our food and our economic resources in Hawaii 
could be wiped out simultaneously.  Since we are currently on the road to renewables, I 
cannot think of a better way to ensure the safety of our ocean environment than to not 
allow any drilling for oil or for gas anywhere near Hawaii.  

If you could stop any of the deep sea mining, that would be a really good way to protect 
us as well.     

Thank you.  Have a great day. 

Jenny Webster 

Assistant Professor of English 

Windward Community College   
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To: The Senate Committees On Water And Land;  
and Energy, Economic Development, And Tourism 
From: Caroine Kunitake 
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2020, 2:45 pm 

In strong support of SB 2780 

  

Dear Chairs Kahele and Wakai, and members: 

As one of 350Hawaii.org's 6,000 members, I strongly support SB 2780. 

In the realm of Hawaii energy activities, it’s hard to imagine anything more inappropriate 
than offshore oil and gas exploration. It would be antithetical to Hawaii's clean energy 
goals; detrimental to tourism, our largest economic driver; and beyond repugnant to our 
way of life and cultural values. 

And it would contribute to the Climate Crisis in a way diametrically opposed to our clean 
energy goals, and the progress we've made toward them over the past five years. 

Although Hawaii has no proven petroleum or natural gas reserves, without this 
prohibition, some company devoid of all morals might want to look for them. Oil 
companies have shown this capacity and willingness countless times. 

In addition to protecting our precious waters, this bill will send a strong message to 
other jurisdictions that offshore oil and gas exploration is absolutely not pono. May it 
inspire other governments to do the same. 

  

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/5QA/ni0YAA/t.2yz/I2SoH6YRQGCNKCRuL3JTzg/h7/dNH-2BJ3fYJ-2Fcw-2FS0MDKEvnQmUOq9YSkDmN-2Fnvg45pUE6xiLXZu0KERrXEc-2BAzlawNxTYtn65uGhOPmoCKfLF-2Bc-2BOVqG3fUiuZlQ9gEqu2xaI2wP67t7InS3CG20kif4XFXPn4OzJchvBDAJD-2Bn7crzgPlzY44aHymGVe09pe0zlKfWhO-2B7gMfy6zrExBBkszBIXx7ZArUYq6x7KKygQVUhJdjlq9mExfO0dh-2Beu7s-2F2DCFz-2BJ5N3rbYvFB-2F9xjqSoZxwvb4xNCBUUJiU-2Bi-2BnpHKMnIiQnvasKbGsI0gPQmP0kypgIe9kGJhYdDqlj5xrs/2Hb_
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